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LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS 17 CONFERENCE — UNITED STATES VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [3.12 pm]: I wish to report on my 
recent visit to the United States from Tuesday, 15 Apri1 2013 to Friday, 19 April 2013 for the Liquefied Natural 
Gas 17 conference held in Houston, Texas. I had the privilege to address the closing ceremony of LNG 17, 
which I used to invite thousands of international delegates, exhibitors and petroleum industry representatives to 
LNG 18 in Perth, as well as to promote the state as a global supplier in the resource industry and the state’s 
potential exploration opportunities for LNG developments. The visit marked the handing over of Houston’s 
hosting duties to Perth for the LNG 18 conference in 2016. LNG 18 is expected to attract over 5 000 delegates 
and exhibitors and inject more than $50 million into the state’s economy. 

While in Houston, I spoke with business representatives of Chevron, ConocoPhillips, Halliburton, Hess and 
Technip on the commercial and emerging trends, the globalisation of LNG, the technologies used in hydraulic 
fracturing and the production activities in Western Australia’s basins. The meetings were to encourage 
investment and reinforce confidence in potential and current prospects in the state, as well as take the 
opportunity to personally liaise with the leaders of each company and provide feedback on the state’s regulations 
and policies. 

The state’s impressive petroleum industry statistics were also made well known—including that last year 
Western Australian oil and gas projects under construction or committed, and under consideration, were worth 
approximately $111 billion and $91 billion respectively; that Western Australia’s offshore oil and gas reserves 
currently exceed 140 trillion cubic feet of natural gas and 350 million barrels of oil; and that Australia aims to 
take Qatar’s number one spot as the world’s largest LNG exporter by 2016–17. Western Australia’s offshore 
LNG industry alone is expected to increase in the next five years, with five new projects valued at $120 billion to 
begin construction.  

These messages were well received, especially at a time when Western Australia’s emerging unconventional gas 
sector is gaining early momentum in the exploration and appraisal phase.  
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